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 Kidspiration is the visual way for young learners to think, write and comprehend. Students create graphic organisers by combining pictures, text and spoken words. Working visually, young learners build important early literacy skills, while more advanced students are able to better understand information and communicate ideas.
Research shows that visual learning is one of the most effective means for teaching thinking skills. Kidspiration builds on these proven techniques, inspiring young students to improve comprehension, clarify thinking, increase retention and strengthen organisation - creating a foundation for academic success.
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1. Mind Mapping first introduced to staff by the support for learning specialist.

2. Teacher worked with a class using the SmartBoard interactive whiteboard to brainstorm ideas

3. The first few Kidspiration features were introduced to the children using the starter files created by the teacher using the Activity Wizard and Supergrouper features.

4. Children worked on different computers to create their own versions which were then saved on the school's server within their own class folder.

5. Demonstration and discussion followed and the children shared ideas.

6. Another class topic was chosen and new Kidspiration features introduced.
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Visit http://www.fife-education.org.uk
Enter the ICT in Education section and choose Kidspiration.
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Sample file. Primary 3, St. Joseph’s Primary, Kelty, Fife
	7. 
	[image: image7.png]



Introduce the features in a planned progression.

	Use Kidspiration in reading and writing, humanities, science and maths … or anytime students need to visualise, organise or categorise information.
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This software was distributed by Learning and Teaching Scotland to Scottish schools in the summer term, 2004.
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 In Inspiration, you think and learn visually. Inspiration provides you with the tools that let you create a picture of your ideas or concepts in the form of a diagram. It also provides an integrated outlining environment for you to develop your ideas into organised written documents. 
When you work with visual representations of ideas, you see easily how one idea relates to others. Learning and thinking become active rather than passive. 
If you have an idea that you want to expand, whether it's an idea for a written document or the illustration of a key concept, Inspiration can help you organise your thoughts and save you time.
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Quite complex procedures can be simplified when using Inspiration as a graphic organiser such as Clay Animation (above).

Features such as Hide, Hyperlinks and conversion to Outline (Text) Mode are covered by worked examples.
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For example, you can link an image or text to PowerPoint, Excel or Quick Time files or hot link direct to the Internet and take an outline into a word processor for further development.

Images can aid understanding.

Standard Grade Physics Unit 8 – Space Physics
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Visit http://www.fife-education.org.uk
Enter the ICT in Education section and choose Inspiration.
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One of a series of sample files found in the Fife Education website. Both primary and secondary samples are included to demonstrate the software’s flexibility. This file makes full use of the Hide feature.

Go to the Geography section in the sample files to find out more or even download the file.
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Using Inspiration lets the teacher see how the lesson and personal research has been interpreted by a pupil or group of pupils.

	
Both Kidspiration and Inspiration have very useful Guides accessed from the software’s Help option.
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 just visit the Fife site or go direct to http://www.inspiration.com



Updates to Kidspiration v2.1 and Inspiration v7.6 offer more compatibility with interactive whiteboards. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.taglearning.com" ��www.taglearning.com� for downloads and more information.





Both websites created by Jim Birney, Education Adviser, ICT, Fife Education, Scotland.








