Copyright

The computer age has ushered in a whole new range of copyright problems. The material that is copied from a CD or the Internet is the intellectual property of an original “owner” who may object to unlimited use of the original material. 

Pupils and staff should be aware that it is not acceptable to copy material and claim it as their own and that copying can reduce the financial incentive of authors to produce more material.

Most CDs mention copyright and often allow pupils to use the material for educational projects. Some Internet sites contain copyright free materials, while many sites have no indication at all regarding copyright. 

In general, it is safer to assume that material is copyright unless there is good reason to believe otherwise. If you really want to use a resource, the safest thing to do is contact the “Web Master” or “Web Keeper” of the site and request permission. Take Care! 

Below are details of publications which cover the subject of copyright and ethics in further detail: -

Reference: 

	1
	Fife Council Circular No 52  + Appendix C Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988



	2
	“Information Ethics 

Creating an ethical and safe information environment”  

Available from Learning & Teaching Scotland).  

A teacher friendly booklet which gives a comprehensive guide.


 Please refer to pp 45, 45 in your Personal ICT Profile folder for more information on copyright, data protection and censorship.
Copyright In The Classroom
Internet can provide a huge source of classroom resources for both teachers and pupils.  

Ready made lesson plans, graphics for inclusion in worksheets and software for pupil consolidation are all of great use to the teacher. 

Pupils can find a wealth of information for investigations or practical exercises for consolidation and practice. 

In all of the above situations, copyright must be considered.

Below are a number of Web sites which address the issue of copyright. 

	Becta :: Introduction to copyright issues for websites
Useful and practical advice with an extensive list of further publications and web sites relevant to copyright issues.

	http://www.benedict.com/
This site endeavours to provide real world, practical and relevant copyright information.

	http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/services/elib/papers/pa/fair/intro.html
A guide to fair dealing in an electronic environment. Information on viewing, printing, copying, transmission and permanent storage as well as discussion of related issues. Lots of interesting copyright scenarios.

	http://www.templetons.com/brad/copymyths.html
Ten myths about Internet copyright explored. This site has an American slant but the comments apply generally.


If you come across web resources which are of particular interest, for example a graphic which would be useful for a worksheet and you are unsure of the copyright, it is often worth making contact with the site webmaster. Most websites have contact information, usually an e-mail address and it is quite in order to make contact and ask for permission to use the resource. In my experience, if the resource is intended for educational use and not for profit, permission is often given. Ask for written permission, which can then be kept as proof for future reference. 
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