CoWriter Topic Dictionaries

How to Activate the Topic Dictionary

· Start CoWriter
· From the Dictionaries menu, select Select Topic Dictionaries . . .

A full list of available dictionaries appears. 
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A tick in the box beside a dictionary means that dictionary is ‘active’.
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The latest version of Co:Writer (vers 4.1) has many more dictionaries, organised into categories which are indicated by a red triangle. Click on the red triangle to show/ hide the list of dictionaries that it contains.

· Click in the box to activate the dictionary you need

· Be sure to click any other ticked boxes to de-activate them

· Click OK
Predictions are now made using the Main Dictionary + Topic Dictionary

Foreign Language Dictionaries

If your pupil is learning a foreign language, you may wish to make them a dictionary eg French. However, the two dictionaries would produce a mixture of predictions in French and English. To overcome this, turn off the Main Dictionary.
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· Dictionaries menu

· Select Main Dictionary
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Click on no main dictionary
· Click OK 

CoWriter Topic Dictionaries

How to create a new Topic Dictionary

Prepare subject vocabulary:

Subject vocabulary can be typed directly into a Topic Dictionary. However, with a long list of vocabulary it may be easier to save it into a word processed file and create the dictionary later. This means that you can create and add to the file whenever you have time, without needing access to Co:Writer.

· Open a new document in the word processor of your choice 
e.g. Word

· Type in the vocabulary, one word per line
e.g.   
atlas


continent


environment

You will save the file as a different type from normal – a Text Only (.txt)
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From the File menu, select Save As . . 
· Be sure to check where your file is saved, as you will need to find it later
· Give your file a name
· [image: image8.png]Create Topi rosoft Word

[ Fle £t o Dnsrt Fomat Toos Tabe Wivdow tlp

save As

Save

20|
My Documents @@ X - Toos -

3wy sBooks
(2 Pitures

[ o~ by &

aoshapes - \ N OB 4 @[ >-4-A-
[Poge 1 sect

environment

Flopame: [Ervrormertal studes ECED
Save astypes [Text only < Concel
eg. aflas

continent

® Save the file as Text Only (.txt)

6 [Atssm Ints cat

LY

l«lof» ]«

Astart ||| 1 € 51 2 @ D K2

[rec e e oo G

| [ create Topic bict - M

lcowier - craig

QBT

1758



Now change the file type. Click the down arrow to reveal different options. 
· Choose Text Only
· Click Save
This file can now be used to import the words into a Topic Dictionary.

CoWriter Topic Dictionaries
Create a new Topic Dictionary: 

· Start CoWriter
· From the Dictionaries menu, select Topic Dictionary Toolkit
· Click New


· In the File name: box, give your dictionary a name 
· Click Save

· Your dictionary now has a name, but there are no words in it.

· You could click the Edit Dictionary button to add words individually

· However, to use the file you have created, click Import Words

· Choose to Import words from a list
· Click Import
· Navigate to where your text file was saved, and click to select it

· Click Open

· Click  Import
· Your words from the list are now in the dictionary. You can Edit Dictionary at this stage, to make any necessary changes.

· When you have finished, click Save
· Click Exit
