CoWriter on an AlphaSmart

When you turn on your AlphaSmart, you should briefly see one of these messages

CoWriter OFF

CoWriter Available

If neither message appears, CoWriter hasn't been loaded onto this laptop. If CoWriter is OFF you will need to activate it. 

Activating CoWriter

· Press the 'applets' button on the top row of the AlphaSmart.

· Make sure that the blinking cursor is beside 'CoWriter plus AlphaWord'. 

· Press the enter key

CoWriter is now active and linked to the word processor AlphaWord.  A symbol at the right-hand side of the screen tells you whether you are looking at the AlphaWord screen or the CoWriter screen.

‘*’
   =
AlphaWord

‘/’     =
CoWriter

Moving between AlphaWord and CoWriter

1. When you are in the AlphaWord screen, look at the symbol in the right   

    hand corner . . 

*  (available mode) - press tab to move to CoWriter

 
> (ready mode)    
- start typing and CoWriter will be activated

2. When you are in the CoWriter screen, move to AlphaWord by . .

entering a sentence and pressing full stop,  ?  !  or the enter key 

or     pressing the tab key    

CoWriter Options

To enter the CoWriter menu

· Go into the CoWriter screen

· Press the home key on the top row of the AlphaSmart

This will allow you to do the following:

1. Number of Guesses – set the number presented (1 to 6)

2. Collected Words – stop collecting, clear, or edit new words

3. Topic Dictionary – activate a loaded topic dictionary 

4. Grammar – turn grammar support on/off

5. Predict Ahead – turn this option on/off

6. ‘ise/ize’ – set your choice of spelling

Press the escape key ( esc on the bottom row of the AlphaSmart) to exit 

Topic Dictionaries

Up to 5 Topic Dictionaries can be downloaded into the AlphaSmart from a PC using the Topic Dictionary Loader program. An individual topic can then be activated for use on appropriate occasions (see menu above). 

True Keys mode

In the normal CoWriter mode, entering a number is interpreted as making a choice from the list of predicted words. A different mode is needed to write a number in a sentence.

To enter True Keys mode

· press esc (bottom row of the AlphaSmart)

· type your number 

· press esc again to exit this mode

