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Aims of the Course

To increase awareness of the settings that can be accessed and changed within the computer.

To learn how to apply the settings providing individual pupils with improved access to the computer.

To be aware of the necessity to monitor and evaluate the application of the settings on a regular basis.

To develop technical competence and increase confidence when operating the computer.
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Introduction

When operating a standard computer a pupil is employing a whole range of abilities and skills, which are often taken for granted. Good hand movement, vision, hearing and hand-eye coordination are all needed to access both hardware and software. For pupils with physical, sensory and/or learning difficulties these barriers mean they can either be completely unable to access the standard keyboard or mouse or they can have significant difficulty when doing so. 

There are, however, many adaptations and additions that can be used to give pupils greater access to a computer. This can help to make the curriculum more meaningful and accessible to them and encourage a sense of achievement and inclusion.

Adaptations can be small, such as changing the mouse or keyboard settings or they can be significant such as introducing additional hardware or a switch/scanning system.

In this package we shall look at the changes that can be made to the mouse, keyboard and screen using only the settings within the computer. 

Another package ‘Alternative Access - Additional Hardware and Peripherals’ is available that looks at hardware and peripherals, such as touch screens, big keys and switches to increase access to technology. 


















































To think about





Do you need the advice of a Physiotherapist or Occupational Therapist when looking at a pupil’s seating arrangements?





Are there diagrams or instructions displayed in a prominent position detailing IT arrangements for specific pupils? 








Are there procedures in place for evaluating and monitoring the pupil’s method of access on a regular basis?





Are the pupil’s assigned tasks relevant to their ability and level?





























































































































PAGE  
© Fife Council 2001 All Rights Reserved


  - 4 -                


