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If you have the address of a suitable Web site you can use the Location Bar to get there.
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The Location Bar
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If you know the Web site address you can type the URL (Uniform Resource Locator) in the Location Bar.
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When you type the address, be accurate.  A space, a dot in the wrong place or the wrong ending could mean you do not find the Web site you are expecting!

The Web address is made up of a number of parts.

For example:

http://www.bbc.co.uk
http:// stands for HyperText Transfer Protocol, which is a set of rules used to make sure the data is correctly sent and received between the various computers on the Internet.  You don’t need to type this part in – it is automatically inserted when you click on the return key.

www.     means that it is on the World Wide Web

bbc. 
shows the domain name, the organisation that owns the site

co.       the ending code gives an indication of the type of organisation involved, in this case a company, for example  gov indicates a government site, edu indicates an educational establishment

uk          shows the country of origin for example, fr for France, com for America and so on.

Addresses must be typed in correctly, with no spaces and using small letters except where shown otherwise.
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1.     Double click on your Browser icon, in our case      

Internet Explorer. 

You should now be looking at your Home Page. 

2. Click on the Location Bar.  The address will become highlighted.  
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The tasks on the following pages will give you practice at typing in Web site locations, accessing particular Web sites and navigating through them to find specific information, but most importantly will hopefully give you some ideas of how you can use Internet with and for your own pupils.

Do as many of the tasks and spend as long on each task as you feel appropriate. 

Beginners may wish to initially concentrate on the practicalities of using Internet.  More experienced users should concentrate on the Internet resources and how they could be used in the classroom.

Remember to type each Web address exactly as it is written, although it is not necessary to type in http:// so start typing whatever comes immediately after the //


To think about:

· How could you use these Web sites in your own teaching?

· Is Internet the best resource for the task in hand; are there other resources you think may be more appropriate for using with the pupils?

· What dangers can you foresee if pupils are allowed to type in Web addresses?

· Which skills would the pupils be using to find the sort of information that is being asked for? (for example scanning and reading for detail)

Task 1

The Guardian newspaper has set up a web site to support teaching. Please note that Six of the Best is no longer found on the Home Page.

Visit the site at:

http://www.learn.co.uk/
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Go to the “Key stage 3 (year 7-9)” Geography link and spend some time browsing the topics and viewing their accompanying lessons, activities and tests.

Note that each lesson has a set structure, try “navigating” your way through a few lessons (always returning Home on completion).
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From the Home page of learn.co.uk, type Six of the best in the Search pane.  These are teacher support cards, which are different from the revision lessons referred to above.  Note the large number of topics for both Key Stage 3 and 4.


A scheme of work is outlined on this page as well as six “good” links to other web sites, which could prove useful during the teaching of the chosen topic.

Try  “Six of the best” out for yourself, perhaps selecting a topic being covered currently in your school.

Task 2

Two other interesting features of the learn.co.uk site are the Homework High (icon near the bottom of the Home Page) and The Eden Project.

Take time to browse through whichever site meets your needs.

NOTE: The Guardian has stated on this website that they have distributed a set of Six of The Best cards to every school in the United Kingdom.

               Mapping – sample exercises     

Task 3

Find out about the sources of maps available

for local studies and map work.

Go to   www.streetmap.co.uk/

Enter the postcode for your school and search

for its street map.

Who has supplied the geographic map data for      _________________
this site?

How many letters do you need to supply to             _________________
search by UK place?

or

go to    www.ordsvy.gov.uk/

Where on the site could you download a historical   ________________ 

map of your local area? 

What happens in the Map Zone?                              ________________ 
or

go to   www.eduplace.com/ss/ssmaps                       

What type of world maps are available?

________________
What is GEONET?





________________
or

go to    www.multimap.com

Search for a map of the area around your school.

Search for an aerial photograph of Edinburgh and 

find the map to match it.

or

go to    www.yahoo.com/science/Geography/Cartography/Maps

Search for a World Time Zone Map.

Search for information and maps about Edinburgh.

Task 4
Choose one or more of the following

a)

Find out some information about the Amazon.     

Go to www.eduweb.com/amazon.html

Answer the onscreen questions in the section ‘Where is the Amazon?’ 

b) 
go to

http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~ sergiok/brasil.html

Name 3 exports from the Amazon. 

c)

Find out about climate change and the impact of global warming.

go to www.panda.org/climate/

Name two leading sources of CO2 

What ways of reducing CO2 have been suggested?  

The sample tasks on this page have been adapted from the Student Sheets from Using the Internet – Geography, Pearson Publishing

	a. Page 19 Amazon Interactive

	b. Page 41 Brazil Quiz 

	c. Page 30 + 31 Global Warming


Task 5  

Spend some time looking at the Pearson “Using the Internet – Geography” booklet. Choose some sites of interest to you and visit them. Think about how you might use the sites in your own teaching, the booklet has lots of ideas and pupil activities.

Take a note of any useful sites in the table below and make a brief note of the site content and how it could be used.

	Web site address 
	Content

	
	

	Stage/Level

	
	

	Stage/Level

	
	

	Stage/Level

	
	

	Stage/Level


Task 6

Websites for Geography
As a follow-up exercise either during this course or at some future date browse through a number of the websites issued as a separate handout and intended to be inserted within the Teacher’s Personal Profile folder.  
Another collection of websites aimed at professional development is included on pages 54 and 55 of the Teacher’s Personal Profile folder.  

Online versions are located at

http://10.10.48.1/nof/sector/Secondary/Geography.htm
for teachers on the Fife wide area network 

and at

http://www.fife-education.org.uk/nof/sector/sector.htm
for teachers outwith Fife.
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