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SEARCHING FOR 

INFORMATION

 

 

Modern Studies

 


If you don’t have a Web address you can search for the information you want.
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To think about:
· What are you searching for?

· Will all of the pupils have access to the same Web sites?

· Is there an opportunity to use the Internet spontaneously? (for example if specific, up to date information is required for research)

[image: image5.jpg]W!h Directory 8

3 — ) Y

@ St i  Seach Wb

Ats Home Regional
Mo, Mas e Conur, o, ... i, vt Mot i,
Business Hids and Teens Science

ot Frares s, Cumtos, Ettann, Sl g Py Physcs,
Computers News Shopping

Il e, b, e, Mo Qo s, it G,
Gamas. Racreation Society



Searching for material on the Web

As with all other aspects of class work, searching should be restricted to work directly related to the curriculum.

You will be looking for sites that you can use for yourself or that you can bookmark for your pupils to use within the class.  

In order to search for information on the Internet it is necessary to use a piece of software called a Search Engine. Search engines are located at particular Web sites and constantly search the Web for key words and phrases, keeping a record of the sites where they are found. 

Some search engines such as Google and Yahooligans are particularly suitable and recommended for finding content appropriate for pupils.  

Take time to try out different search engines.  You will find that some search engines give you fewer results but are more accurate, while the opposite is also true.  

There are two main ways of searching:

· By KEYWORD : where you type in exactly what you are looking for, for example Andrew Carnegie or Vesuvius. The search engine will return a page with an indication of the number of “hits” it has found along with the addresses of the best 10 sites. Although these sites are listed in order of visits you may find some “gems” lower down the list.

· By SUBJECT CATEGORY: narrowing your search through categories, for example Vikings – Social Science – History – Time Period – Middle Ages –

Here are the addresses of the most common search engines.

www.google.com
www.yahooligans.co.uk
www.yahoo.co.uk
www.askjeeves.co.uk
Searching by Keyword

This example uses the Google search engine.

This search for material on vikings has come up with sport sites as well as sites for the Viking people.  Because there is a summary of each site it is easy to tell which ones are appropriate.  You may have to think about the context of the topic you are searching for and be more specific, for example narrowing the search to viking people.  Similarly a search for santa will produce sites in Santa Barbara and so on.  Try searching for Santa Clause instead!  Try to be specific even if it means using several key words.

Note: No capital letters are needed when typing in your key words but spaces between words are required.
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If you don’t find an appropriate site on the first few pages then 

try searching again using different or modified key words or try a different search engine.
	A significant number of the larger websites such as LT Scotland and BECTa have their own search engines designed to seek information from within the site.

As these are designed to focus on Scottish and British curricula respectively it is worth spending some time visiting them to see what a similar search reveals.

Many internet search engines have a bias towards US content providers although in some, for example Alta Vista there is the option to choose to search only on sites hosted in certain countries.




Searching by Category

As an alternative to keyword searching some search engines offer a category index through which you can browse your way towards a particular subject.


For example, to find sites for your Viking project you could  start with 

  








Practical Searching Activities
These tasks are designed to give you practice in developing your own search techniques and strategies.  

Bookmark interesting sites as you go and note the addresses in the table at the end of this section.
Task 1
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	As part of a study of ethnic issues we are seeking information on two famous men, Martin Luther King and Nelson Mandela.

Use a search engine to note the number of sites with articles on each person.

Additional questions could be posed which help refine the search further and reduces the number of sites holding the required information.

· Look at the instructions on the search engine’s pages to see how complex searches can be entered into the search line
.

	Task 2

Find today’s front-page story on a broadsheet newspaper from

Britain

South Africa

U.S.A.

i) Is the main political story local to the country or an international story?

ii) If it is an international story are there any different opinions expressed in the different countries?




	Task 3

Where would you find out if any of Fife’s local newspapers have a web presence?

Task 4

i) Find a general site describing the workings of trade unions in Britain.

ii) Find a site for a particular trade union.

iii) Is there any noticeable difference in the way the information is presented?

Task 5

Look at the Google search engine’s main page and click on the News hot link to see the wealth of links available to web browsers.

Visit some of the sites and decide if any of them are worth recommending to colleagues. If so, place them on the sheet provided – it will be uplifted at the end of the day’s course.

Task 6
Look at two other search engines, for example Excite and Alta Vista. Note how they have different features from Google. Discuss with colleagues the relevant benefits of each.

Task 7
There are quite a number of search engines located on the Internet. Sometimes your favourite search engine is not the best one to access for a particular search request.

A very interesting site offering advice on this area has been created by a librarian in California. 

http://nuevaschool.org/~debbie/library/research/adviceengine.html
Please visit this school site and look at the way a question is posed which should help the user decide which search engine is the best one at finding appropriate websites.

This is a useful exercise to tackle as some time spent now could save a lot of time in later browsing sessions

A reference to search engines has been included on page 53 of the Personal Profile folder.




Extract from Fife Education 5-14 ICT Support materials:

· Refine searches by adding additional search strings and by using logical operators perhaps in the context of seeking an on-line language translator.

· Gather information and produce reports, eg work on Earth Forces in Geography.

· Compare a general search engine such as Google to a search within a site such as SCRAN.

· Discuss the importance of choosing the search phrase carefully to ensure the minimum time is spent on browsing.

· Introduce the need to know about the structure of a web address to determine its authenticity – this is known as Internet Literacy.

This last point is explained in two articles from Alan November’s website that cover the use of how search engines function and note how to be aware of their source.

http://www.anovember.com/articles/searching.html
http://www.anovember.com/articles/zack.html
Level F Searching and Researching

Task 5

Now you have done the practical examples, try some of your own.

· Search on a topic that would suit one of your classes at the moment and find Web sites that you feel are appropriate. (see page 56) 

Make a note of the Web addresses on the grid on page 59 including an indication of the content and the age range the information best suits.
To think about:

· How would you use these Web sites?

· Are the resources ready for you to use with the pupils?

· What dangers could you foresee if pupils are allowed to do  keyword searching?

· Which skills would the pupils be using to find the sort of information that is being asked for? (for example scanning and reading for detail)
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Once this list has been completed we can distribute it to other staff.

Lets you know how many linked sites have been found





Shows the websites found and includes a summary of the site showing where your key words are included 
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