Scotland during the Wars of Independence
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The War of Independence, which took place between 1296 and 1320, was one of the most eventful periods in Scotland's history. Many of the most well known names come from this period.

For over a hundred years before 1290 the kingdoms of Scotland and  FORMDROPDOWN 
 were at peace. In fact, a large number of the nobles owned land in both countries.

When the  FORMDROPDOWN 
 of Norway died in 1290 on her way to Scotland to be crowned, the path to the throne was disputed and conflict between the Scottish nobles began.

In 1291 at Berwick on Tweed the English king,  FORMDROPDOWN 
, was asked to choose who was to be the next king of Scotland after hearing evidence from the 13 competitors.

At the age of 42 John  FORMDROPDOWN 
 was crowned king in 1292 at Scone and was the last king to sit on the Stone of Destiny.

In 1296 when Balliol refused to renew his oath of allegiance to Edward, the English invaded Scotland. Edward's powerful army defeated the Scots king's forces at Dunbar and removed him from the Scottish throne. King John was imprisoned in London and the  FORMDROPDOWN 
 of Destiny removed from Scotland.

The country was plunged into many years of strife, Edward's actions marking the beginning of the first of the Wars of Independence. There were uprisings and William  FORMDROPDOWN 
 emerged as one of the most successful leaders.

He raised an army and defeated the English at  FORMDROPDOWN 
 Bridge in 1297. The Scots leader kept his men hidden and allowed part of the English army to cross the Forth; then they emerged from the surrounding marshes and from behind a hill just north of the bridge. After a mighty struggle the trapped English army was defeated.

A year later, Edward I brought a large army north and defeated the Scots at  FORMDROPDOWN 
. William returned to hiding in the forests and setting ambushes. He was eventually captured, taken to London and executed.

In 1306, Robert the  FORMDROPDOWN 
 claimed the crown after he had killed his rival, John Comyn. He had to fight a number of battles over the next 8 years until he met the army of Edward II at  FORMDROPDOWN 
, near Stirling. This took place in 1314, but six years later in 1320 the Scots lords had to gather at Arbroath to write their famous  FORMDROPDOWN 
 of independence as Edward would not give up his claim to the Scottish crown.

King Robert reigned until his death in  FORMDROPDOWN 
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