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 23 August 2011
To All Schools/Educational Establishments
MEDICATION IN SCHOOLS:  Standard Circular HS12
I attach a revised copy of the above Standard Circular, which replaces Standard Circular No HSI 2 – Arrangements for Medication, Clinical Tests and Administration of Emergency Medicines, which should now be destroyed.
The main changes from the circular issued in 2008 are:

· Sec 3,1(b) An Action Plan to be completed by staff at the Asthma Clinic and a copy sent to the school

· Sec 3.1(g)  The need for all staff to be made aware of medical conditions which might affect the pupil’s well-being

· Sec 3.2 (d) Regular update of training and the maintenance of a list of staff who have received training (see Appendix 8.1)

· Sec 3.4.The role of the specialist Asthma nurse and the completion of an Asthma Record Card (see Appendix 4)

· Sec 4.1(a)  Storage of asthma inhalers

· Appendix  5  How to help pupils with Asthma participate in physical activity
This revised Standard Circular complements “The Administration of Medicines in Schools” 2001 issued by the Scottish Government.  Copies may be downloaded from: www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/158301/0042868.pdf
It is important to ensure that a health care plan is drawn up for all children for whom action is required in relation to a health issue, in accordance with chapter 3 of “The Administration of Medicines in Schools”.  This plan should be reviewed and updated regularly and at least on an annual basis, in consultation with the parents/carers of the pupil.  Where appropriate, the pupil should also have an involvement in this planning review (section 3.3 of the Scottish Government guidance).

BRYAN KIRKALDY

Head of Education (North)
enc
