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Tips & Tricks

Realize the classroom of tomorrow today
with Kidspiration® 2.1, Inspiration°7.6 and

Inspiration® For Palm 0S°

New updates to Inspiration
and Kidspiration support
emerging technologies

Visit Disneyland, and you might notice that the
future predicted in the classic exhibit,
“Tomorrowland,” is the world of today.
Likewise, in the days of inkwells and slates, or
even typewriters and carbon copies, a
classroom equipped with computers, interactive
whiteboards and handheld computers was
only a dream. Today, as that dream becomes
a redlity, Kidspiration®, Inspiration® and
Inspiration® for Palm OS®
bring the power of visual
learning to these emerging
technologies, helping students
learn to think and learn.

Imagine a fourth-grade classroom
where students are studying their sfate.
The teacher sfarts off by having the students brainstorm
about what they already know about the state. Using
Kidspiration on an interactive whiteboard, the whole
class works together to develop a graphic organizer
illustrating their knowledge. Students come up to the
whiteboard and add new ifems to the rapidly growing
map. Affer the brainstorming session, students select
topics from the large graphic organizer for small group
research projecis.

The teacher saves the graphic organizer on a deskiop
computer, which is then synced fo the students’
handheld computers so they can begin their research.
Using Inspiration for Palm OS, some students go fo the
school library and research the history of the stafe,
adding what they leam to their graphic organizers.
Others focus their projects on the state government and
use their handhelds o record their inferviews with sfate
legislators. Another group of students chooses fo
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research flora and fauna, and they meet after school in
a nearby park fo record data about indigenous
birds and frees.

After finishing their research, students sync information
from their handhelds to deskiop computers in the
classroom where they organize and expand their
graphic organizers, adding symbols and defails.
When they are ready to complete their papers, they
transform their graphic organizers info ouflines and
transfer them from Kidspiration to a word processor.

Does this sound like the classroom of the future? It isn't.
It is a classroom of 2005. With the most recent
updates fo Kidspiration and Inspiration, teachers and
students can now use graphic organizers fo build
knowledge and develop thinking skills with an array of
fechnology options—including handheld computers,
deskiop computers or inferactive whiteboards.

learn more about the latest enhancements o
Kidspiration and Inspiration and discover ways fo
use them in your classroom at
www.inspiration.com/ productinfo/2005updates.
Updates to Inspiration 7.6 and Kidspiration 2.1 are
free fo users of Kidspiration 2 and Inspiration 7

or above. X
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Inspired sites!

Take a look at these sites containing Kidspiration and Inspiration
integration ideas, downloadable templates and resources for

further exploration.

Kidspiration and Inspiration in Tasmania, Australia
http://www.education.tas.gov.au/ictpl/MindMap/

Visit this professional development resource created by the School Education Division of the
Tasmanian Department of Education for an overview of Kidspiration and Inspiration, classroom
examples, viewable templates, plus an Inspiration diagram that summarizes uses for graphic
organizers.

Graphic organizers for science
http://www.enc.org/features/focus/archive/graphic/?ls=bc

Check out this informative series of articles, entitled "Graphic Organizers for Science," featured in
the weekly ENC Focus published by the Eisenhower National Clearinghouse for Mathematics and
Science Education. The arficles provide information supporting the use of graphic organizers fo
enhance leaming, meet standards and assess student progress. In "From Spider Maps to Double-
Cell Diagrams: Graphic Organizers Support Student Llearning," author Carolyn Donelan of Richland
County School District, SC, provides a handy reference guide matching levels of Bloom's Taxonomy
to Kidspiration and Inspiration diagrams.

http://www.nsta.org/main/news/stories/science_and_children.php?news_story_ID=49933&print=yes
While you're in the reading mood, check out this arficle from the National Science Teachers
Associafion's Science and Children magazine, fitled "Making Thinking Visible." The arfidle presents
reasons for bringing writing info science and emphasizes the need fo organize wrifing with graphic
organizers.

Parlez-vous I'Inspiration?

http://www.languageshaping.com/Ins_Templates.htm

For language teachers, this site developed by Data Shaping Selutions offers downloadable
Inspiration templates in French.

www.inspiration.com/frenchtemplates
Download more templates for French vocabulary pracice created by Gail Corder, Technology

\ Coordinator for Trinity Valley School in Fort Worth, TX. j

Inspired Teacher Scholarship
announcement

Thanks to all the inspired educators who applied for a 2005 Inspired Teacher
Scholarship for Visual Learning! \We will announce the scholarship recipients on
March 15, 2005. The 2005 scholarship program will award 30 educators with
$750 scholarships for professional development activities that include visual learning
and technology. Read about the winners ot www.inspiration.com/scholarship.

The 2006 Inspired Teacher Scholarships for Visual learning program will be announced
in July and applications will be available in September. Want to be notified about next
year’s program? Send your name and email address fo scholarship@inspiration.com
and we will notify you about the 2006 scholarship program.
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Questions? Comments? Story ideas?

Email us at
marketing@inspiration.com

Spring 2005 conferences
Visit the Inspiration Software team at
one of these conferences.

CAL CUE
March 10-12
Palm Springs, CA
Booth #207

Wwww.cue.org

NJECC
March 15-17
Upper Montclair, NJ
Booth #650

Www.njecc.org

MACUL
March 16-18
Detroit, MI
Booth #248

www.macul.org

CoSN K-12 School Networking
Conference
March 2223
Washington, DC

WWW.Cosn.org

NSTA
March 31 - April 2
Dallas, TX
Booth #3925

www.nsta.org

ASCD
April 2-4, 2005
Orlando, FL
Booth #650

www.ascd.org

Inspiration
pSOFTWARE, INC
7412 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Hwy
Suite 102
Portland, OR 972252167 USA

www.inspiration.com
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A Graphic organizers strengthen literature circles %

Kidspiration and Inspiration help students interpret text, apply meaning
and make connections with reading material

Graphic organizers are known fo provide students with many
learning advantages, including increased reading comprehension.
Can graphic organizers be successfully integrated into student-led

“

literature circles? Educators are answering with an emphatic “yes!”

Enhancing literature circles with technology

Literature circles offer students the chance fo choose their own reading
materials, discuss their selections and write about the themes and fopics
they encounter. Some experts, such as Susan Silverman, see an
opportunity fo enhance literature circles with fechnology—namely, with
Kidspiration and Inspiration graphic organizers.

Silverman, an educational consultant and the author of numerous online
collaborative reading projects, says, “Kidspiration and Inspiration can
play a very big role in literature circles. In every aspect, from analyzing
characters during discussions fo completing extension projects,
Kidspiration and Inspiration provide tools that help students organize
their thoughts and communicate their ideas.”

Turning theory into practice

To address what she observed as a “lack of focus on technology
infegration” within current literature circle pedagogy, Silverman
organized a unique collaborative reading project. The project brought
together fifth- and sixth-grade classrooms in New York's Comsewogue
School Disfrict with pre-service education undergraduate students from
the University of Delaware and Silverman'’s graduate students from the
New York Insfitue of Technology. Together, they sef out fo read and
ruminate about the first book in lemony Snicket's The Bad Beginning

Resources pairing literature circles

and graphic organizers
www.eduscapes.com/ladders/themes/

Annette lamb, president of Lamb leaming Group and co-author of
eduscapes.com, offers a variety of resources on her website to help
teachers integrate fechnology and graphic organizers info literature circles.
lamb created a number of thematic units with corresponding book
suggestions that offer ideas for technology connections, including
Kidspiration or Inspiration. "Kidspiration and Inspiration are a perfect match
for literature circles,” says Lamb. “They're wonderful tools that help students
visualize and share understandings about the books they are reading.
Some students have a difficult ime expressing their ideas in small group
discussions, Kidspiration and Inspiration provide a great way fo illustrate
their thoughts.”

www.mcps.k12.md.us/schools/highlandes/

agraywww/ pairitbooks.html

Alana Gray of Montgomery County Public Schools, MD created a number
of Kidspiration activities that offer extension projects for a variety of primary
reading material.

home.att.net/~teaching/litcircles.htm

laura Candler's literature circle information provides a great resource for
structuring literature circles. At the bottom of her page she includes a variefy
of graphic organizer femplates that could easily be created in Kidspiration
or Inspiration.
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Susan Silverman’s graduate students created Kidspiration and Inspiration
activities based on The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket. Download these
templates at comsewogue.org/~ssilverman/snicket.

(A Series of Unfortunate Events, Book 1) and fo fest Silverman’s theory
that incorporating technology, such as Kidspiration and Inspiration,
would add a new level of excitement and involvement from students.

The elementary students read the book and participated in literature
circle discussions, playing roles such as Word Wizard, Summarizer or
Researcher. Studenis were given the opfion to use Kidspiration or
Inspiration fo complefe their fasks. “You name any role, and | could fell
you how fo infegrate Kidspiration or Inspiration,” says Silverman. “The
Researcher could use Inspiration to link to primary documents on the
Internet. The lllustrator could use Kidspiration’s Symbol Maker fo illustrate
a passage. And the Summarizer—well, what better fool is there o

summarize than Inspiration?”

Beyond the basics

Based on results from the school district’s language arts festing that
identified skills that needed fo be strengthened, Silverman'’s graduate
students created Kidspiration and Inspiration diagrams fo accompany
the elementary students’ reading and discussion of the book. These
Kidspiration and Inspiration projects helped them develop a range of
challenging literary skills, from learmning new vocabulary to
understanding foreshadowing techniques. What's more, creating the
activities showed how easy it would be for educators to create
complementary materials to guide their students and meet curriculum
goals without interfering in the student dynamics of the literature circle.
The downloadable Kidspiration and Inspiration templates, which can
easily be applied to other books, are available at
comsewogue.org/ ~ssilverman/snicket/ .

Spreading the word

Due to the success of her “fortunate collaboration,” Silverman has
published information on the web and taken her ideas on the road.
She will be presenting at fechnology conferences on how fo infegrate
Kidspiration, Inspiration and other fechnology tools into literature circles
fo challenge students, and most of all, help them develop a love for
reading and a connection fo the fext. “I am doing this fo benefit the
global community,” explains Silverman. “I absolutely adore Kidspiration
and Inspiration. They are among the best software fools out there.” Y

Flashes Newsletter-March 2005

3

www.inspiration.com



Tips Quick-change diagrams & outlines
&T)ricks

Working with defaults makes quick work of enhancing
diagrams and outlines

Defaults button

Times New Roman ™| 12~ B I UA D. @
Defaults in Diagram View

Quickly customize the look of your diagram with Inspiration’s Defaults button. Using the Defaults bution is an easy way
fo give multiple symbols the same characteristics. Plus, the Defaults button works on links and notes, too. For example,
following a whole-class brainstorming session, a teacher can quickly organize symbols info groups and identify each
group with different colors and shapes.

To use Inspiration’s Set/Apply Defaults button:

1. Select a symbol.

2. Change the symbol affributes to reflect your preferences
using the Formatting toolbar or menu ifems. This may
include symbol shape, fill color, fext color, text size or
line thickness

4. Select the other symbols to which you wish to apply
the default seftings.
5. Click the Defaults button and choose Apply Default.

3. On the Formatiing toolbar, dlick the Defaults bution, Note: New symbols added to your diagram will reflect
and then choose Set Default. these changes.
Defaults in Outline View _ _
With Inspiration’s Topic Default button you can Times New Roman ¥if 12 ¥ m ! U A @ IA1
also cusfomize the look of your outline before or
affer you create it. Topic Defaults button
1. On the Formatting toolbar, click the Topic 4. Do one of the following:
Defaults bution. To preview the changes and leave the Topic Defaults
2. Select the level for which you want fo change dialog box open, click Preview. -or-
the defaults. To apply the changes and dose the Topic Defaults
3. Set the options to match your preferences. dialog box, click OK.
( To choose defaults for... Select... \
All text in the outline, including fopics and nofes, *
and all text in Notes List View Al i
Main idea and all topic levels in the outline All Topic Llevels '
A specific level in the outline The level, such as Main Idea or level 1
All fext in Notes List View Notes List Topics
K All notes text in the outline Notes Text j

Tips To override a default, simply select the item in Diagram View or the text in Outline View

that you wish to alter and change the attributes.
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