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ICT Assessment Team

Fife Education Service
An Introduction to

Kidspiration

as a Tool for Writing 
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‘A visual way to think, write and comprehend’

Advantages for Learners with Additional Support Needs 

· Creating a plan in Kidspiration, using the extensive graphics library, can help pupils who struggle to produce a plan by hand.

· To include all learners, initial planning can be done on interactive whiteboard with class or group.

· Teacher can create/ adapt existing templates for individual pupil’s use. 

· Facilitates sequencing activities without the need for handwriting. 

· CoWriter and Kidspiration can be used together.

· Fosters ability to create a story by concentrating on one sentence at a time. The child could dictate sentence to a scribe.

· Worksheets can be quickly produced to allow child a handwritten outcome. Key words with graphic support are available.

· Develops concept of paragraphs and facilitates punctuation.

An Introduction to Kidspiration

Kidspiration allows pupils to build visual diagrams by combining pictures, text and spoken words to represent thoughts and information. 

It can be of benefit throughout all areas of the Curriculum but is especially useful for pupils who need support to develop their writing skills or those experiencing difficulty in the physical, visual or organisational aspects of writing.
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This is a typical Kidspiration screen

Using Kidspiration for Writing

We are going to create a Kidspiration template that will structure a piece of Report Writing for your pupil. The completed template will look like this.
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Creating a mind-map 

· Double click the Kidspiration shortcut on the desktop.

· Choose New Picture

· Main Idea should be ready for you to type the title. If not, double click to allow entry to the text box.

· Select your choice of font from the Editing toolbar at the bottom of the screen

· Type Making A Puppet
· Click outside the box to set your title.

Now we are going to develop the mind-map by adding symbols to contain ideas. In Kidspiration, we do this by using the Add Symbol button. We can then enter words, pictures or both.

· Click once on your Main Idea to select it.

(This is an important step. If you have the wrong symbol or no symbol highlighted, you will add to the wrong area of the map.)

· Click on the Add Symbol tool (on the Diagram toolbar) four times to create four branches.   


· The branches can be rearranged by clicking each symbol and dragging it to a new position. Try it now.

· Add the text to each symbol – 
Tell me what you needed.

What did you do?

How did you feel?

Tell me what you did with your puppet.

At this stage, you may feel that the structure you have created is sufficient support for your pupil. However, you may want to give extra support by indicating how many items they should remember, or how many steps they need to write down.

So let’s develop the mind-map further. Use the Add Symbol button to extend some branches with the appropriate number of blank symbols. Don’t forget to highlight the branch symbol first, so that the sub-branches appear in the correct place.

Adding Pictures

Would it help your pupil to have some ideas represented by graphics? You may decide to select some graphics for them, or they may add their own choice of graphics later.

Kidspiration contains an extensive Picture Library. 

· Click on the orange arrow to see the categories within the Library.

· Look through the categories – you will have to use the scroll arrow at the bottom of the list to see more.

· Select the School category by clicking on its name.

· This category contains four sets of graphics. 

· Use the blue arrows to view the contents.

· Lay the mouse pointer on any graphic to view it at actual size.

Now we are going to change one of the symbols on your mind-map into a graphic from the Picture Library. Let’s use the Scissors graphic.

· Click on one of the branches of the “Tell me what you needed” symbol to select it.

· Now click on your Scissors graphic (Classroom library).

· The graphic will now appear on your mind-map.

Does your graphic have a caption? Would it help your pupil to have the caption?

· Click the Show Captions tool on the Editing Toolbar


At this stage, the mind-map could be printed from the File Menu. 

The Writing View

A Kidspiration mind-map can be viewed as a Picture View or a Writing View. Before saving our pupil’s template, let’s check that the Writing View is organised appropriately.

· On the Diagram Toolbar click Go To Writing. 



You are now in Writing View. 

Your screen should look like this. 

You will notice that each idea is given a separate box. However, your ideas may not appear in the correct order since this is governed by the order in which they were created.

If you wish to change the order of your ideas 

· Click and hold on the box outline

· The outline changes to a thick dark blue. 

· Drag the box to a new position.  

· Use this method to move one of the paragraph headings, and note that the linked ideas will move with it.

· If the moved paragraph has become indented under another paragraph, use the large blue/orange arrows on the toolbar to fix this.

Important   When you have finished, return to the Picture View by clicking on this button. 


Saving the mind-map as a Template with a restricted Library

We are now going to save the mind-map as a Template for your pupil’s  writing.

As you have discovered, Kidspiration contains an extensive picture library. However, for some pupils this may be a distraction. You may wish to restrict your pupil to a few appropriate categories.

We are now going to ensure that users see only the categories relevant to the task.

· Ensure you are in Picture View, as the template will open in the view that was current when it was saved.

· From the Teacher menu, select Save With Activity Wizard. You may have to Enable Teacher’s Menu to do this.

· Click Next

· Click Selected Libraries

· Use the down arrow to find the School categories

· Highlight Classroom
· Click the Select button

· Repeat for Art, and any others that may be appropriate

The right hand window should now display your selection.

· Click Next

· You can now customise the appearance of the default symbol and links.

· You can also decide whether to show or hide the captions.

· Next – set the text defaults eg Comic Sans

· Next – set the Writing View defaults, including what you would like transferred to Word.

· Next – give your template a name. 

· Lastly, click the Save Activity button. 

· Quit Kidspiration

The Pupil’s Use of the mind-map


· Double click the Kidspiration shortcut on the desktop.

· Click the More button in the Activities section.

· Find your template in the choice of templates – they are arranged alphabetically by name.

· Click on it.

· Click OK.

The mind-map will now be opened for the pupil to use as the basis of their report. 

For learners who benefit from auditory feedback, the Listen Tool will read out loud the text on the screen.



· Click on the Listen tool on the Diagram toolbar.

· The mouse cursor changes from a pointer to an ear.

· Click on any text with this cursor to hear the text.

· When you are finished, click again on the Listen tool to return to a normal cursor.

If appropriate, the pupil may choose to add graphics to represent their thoughts. Note that they can only choose from the libraries you made available to them.

Remind yourself how to change some of the symbols to graphics. Or the pupil could simply drag a graphic from the library and position it on the page.

Using the Mind-Map to Start Writing

Kidspiration can transform the content of the mind-map into a structured writing page. This helps learners to organise and sequence their ideas and to focus on one paragraph at a time. 

· On the Diagram Toolbar click Go To Writing. 


Remind yourself how to change the order of the paragraphs.

To begin writing 

· Click on a line within a box and a text cursor will appear.

· Type in some text and watch the box expand as you write.   

· Write a sentence in each box. 

· Editing Tools can be used to change any text that is highlighted.

· Activate the Spell Check from the Goodies menu.

The mind-map (Picture View) can be accessed at any time by clicking on Go To Pictures on the Diagram Toolbar. 



New ideas can be added by clicking the Add Idea Tool in the Writing and/or  Picture View. 

Final edit

The pupil’s work can now be sent to a Word Document. When you created the template, you decided whether the map (diagram) would be sent to Word as well as the text.

· Click the Teacher menu in the top toolbar

· If the first item (Enable Teacher Menu) does not have a tick against it, click it to gain access. 
· Select Publish Options. 

· Explore the possibilities and make your choices.
· Now click on Publish in the Diagram Toolbar. 


Your work will now be transferred into a normal Word Document. If desired, key words and labels can now be removed and any further editing completed. 

· Now print your work.

· Close the Word document

· Exit Kidspiration
Well done! 

You have completed this introduction to 

using Kidspiration as a writing tool.

Other Ideas

Kidspiration can also be used to develop thinking, categorisation and comprehension skills using graphic representation in interactive ways. 


Here are two examples of categorising activities. They have been created using the Kidspiration SuperGrouper tool and saved as Templates. See separate handout on how to create activities of your own.

Resources

Every school was given a Kidspiration pack that included an interactive training CD. This contains explicit details of how to use the software in a variety of ways.

Fife Education Website 

http://www.fife-education.org.uk/kidspiration/
This site, compiled by Jim Birney contains on-line tutorials, hints and tips, sample files and lots more. There is a link to a sister site for Inspiration.

www.inspiration.com is the official American site.

Search Google for other Inspiration resources.
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