HOMEWORK/STUDY FACILITIES

Resource Centre

Librarian:  Mrs A Sime

The Resource Centre is open to pupils of all ages during the second half of lunchtimes i.e. from 12.30 pm and after school until 4.30 pm daily under Mrs Sime’s supervision.  The library aims to support pupils by offering a lending service of resources which are regularly updated to support the curriculum.  Information is provided from the internet and CD Roms as well as from the more traditional sources of books and newspapers.  The inter-library loans network with other libraries in Britain is exploited to gain pupils access to materials not currently available in the school library.  This is of particular benefit to senior pupils.

Pupils also have access to computer facilities in the library.  Discs, paper and printing facilities are provided.  Every effort is made to accommodate pupils who are unable to use the library at the specified times.
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HOMEWORK POLICY
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It is the policy of Woodmill High School to encourage staff, pupils and parents to use work done at home to build on and contribute to what is happening in the classroom.  It is vital that parents are helped to play an informed role in their children’s work in and out of school.  To help with this, parents are issued with booklets early in each school year which outline every subject’s expectations regarding homework at the three stages – S1/2, S3/S4 and S5/6.  The value of homework lies in that it helps develop independent learning and good study habits.  It helps further the practice of skills taught in class and to revise and reinforce classwork, while helping to encourage research and personal initiative, building on the individual’s interests.  Homework gives pupils responsibility for their work out of school.

A wide variety of tasks can be set, including the more traditional written and note-learning exercises, research, investigation through e.g. reading or TV/video, collection of materials, compilation of interview or questionnaire questions, preparation of talks etc.  Whatever is set should be explained to pupils, be seen to be worthwhile and be appropriate to pupils’ needs and abilities.  Homework tasks should be put to use in classwork or be followed by feedback from teachers or classmates.

If a productive partnership is to exist between home and school, everyone has to take on their share of the responsibilities.

SCHOOL STAFF

· To set appropriate and varied tasks

· To explain clearly what is expected

· To give adequate time for tasks to be completed

· To monitor and record

· To praise/reward pupils for good efforts

· To raise any concerns and offer support

· To advise parents as to how they can help

· To mark or report back to pupils on homework completed

PARENTS
· To offer support and encouragement

· To praise/reward good efforts

· To contact school with any worries

PUPILS
· To keep homework planner

· To plan homework schedule to ensure work is completed on time

· To put best effort into work done at home

· To ask for any help or explanation needed
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