OTHER SERVICES

Learning Support Staff also provide a range of other services.  These include:

· Primary-Secondary Liaison
A member of the department is ‘attached’ to each of our associate Primary Schools and visits that school regularly.  Through these primary visits we aim to:

(i)
gather as much information as possible on pupils experiencing difficulties/able pupils.

(ii) get to know pupils and reassure them, if necessary, about their transfer to Woodmill.

· Morning Reading
A number of pupils from S1-S4 are offered the opportunity to read daily during registration time.  The aim is to improve pupils’ reading and to foster an enthusiasm for and an enjoyment of reading.
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INTRODUCTION

The Learning Support Service in Woodmill High School is a whole school resource which aims, through working collaboratively with other departments, to provide an appropriate education for all pupils in the school.  The major role of the department is to help pupils who are experiencing difficulties.

The department works closely with subject departments, Guidance staff, Support Centre and Psychological Services.  We also have close links with our associate Primary Schools and we enjoy good relationships with parents.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF LEARNING SUPPORT STAFF

Learning Support staff have four main roles, namely:

· Consultancy
· Cooperative Teaching
· Direct Tuition
· Short Term Support
Consultancy includes liaising with associate Primary Schools, parents, Senior Management and external agencies, and advising subject teachers regarding the needs of individual pupils and how best to meet those needs.

Cooperative Teaching involves Learning Support Staff working in class alongside subject teachers with the aim of ensuring that the curriculum is accessible to all pupils.

Direct Tuition allows Learning Support teachers to give individual tuition to pupils who:

· have difficulties in mastering the basic skills.

· have severe and/or specific learning difficulties.  Pupils are not withdrawn from ‘core’ subjects or from subjects in which they are experiencing success.

Short Term Support.  Occasionally the Learning Support Service provides support for pupils with temporary difficulties arising from such factors as absence, family bereavement etc. or to pupils who have enrolled  from another school or catchment area.

SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTIES /

DYSLEXIA

Learning Support staff have a remit for pupils with specific learning difficulties / dyslexia.  This remit is as follows:

· assessing and recording the nature of a pupil’s difficulties.

· advising subject staff regarding the needs of individual pupils.

· monitoring pupil progress and maintaining contact with parents.

· making recommendations regarding specific arrangements required by individual pupils e.g. extra time allowance, reader and scribe or other assistance. 
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