WILL ALL STAFF BE AWARE OF ANY SITUATION?
No.  Staff will only be informed on a ‘need to know’ basis.  Normally, that would be the Rector plus the appropriate Year Head and Guidance Teacher.

CONFIDENTIALITY

It is important that a climate of trust exists in the school which allows young people to feel free to talk and be listened to with understanding.

However, pupils will always be advised that, in cases of allegations of drugs misuse, no guarantee of confidentiality can be given.

FINALLY

I would remind all parents and carers that we encourage immediate contact with the school if you have any concerns about drug-related issues.

SUPPORT AGENCIES

Drug Line Scotland:
0800 776600

Fife Council Social Work Dept

Substance Misuse Team (Dunfermline):

01383 609111

West Fife Community Drug Project

92/94 Pittencrief Street, Dunfermline:

01383 732613

Narcotics Anonymous:

01383 737782

Queen Margaret Hospital:

01383 623623

Dr Lees, the school doctor, can be contacted in confidence at the Carnegie Clinic:

01383 722911

Parents / Carers may also wish to approach their family GP for advice
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MANAGING

DRUG-RELATED

INCIDENTS
This leaflet is intended to inform parents and carers about the ways in which the school deals with drug-related incidents.

It answers the most commonly asked questions about such incidents and also gives information about local agencies which can offer support.

Further advice can be obtained from the Rector.
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ARE DRUG-RELATED INCIDENTS COMMON IN WOODMILL?
No.  Such incidents are very rare.

However, it is important that you are aware of the Woodmill procedures which follow Fife Council guidelines.

WHAT IS A DRUG-RELATED INCIDENT?

EITHER

· Where a young person is thought to have used drugs in school.

OR

· Where a young person is suspected of supplying drugs in school

WHAT WILL THE SCHOOL DO?

Where a young person is thought to have used drugs, the school will:

· Provide first aid as soon as possible

· Seek medical attention as soon as possible

· Contact parents / carers as soon as possible

The school’s first consideration is to attend to the safety and welfare of pupils.  However, there are also obligations under law which the Rector has to consider.

Where a young person is suspected of being in possession of or supplying drugs in school, the school will:

· Contact the police immediately

Any further investigation will be handled by police officers.

WILL MY SON/DAUGHTER RECEIVE SUPPORT?

Yes.  Incidents of drug misuse are recognised as being very traumatic.  The long-term effects on the young person and his/ her future welfare will always be the major consideration.

· Appropriate school staff will provide parents / carers with direct help and information.

The appropriate caring agencies will always be involved in order to provide support for the young person and his / her family.

WILL I BE INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS?

Yes.  It is vital that parents and carers are kept fully informed.  As far as possible the school will always discuss each stage of the process with you.

WILL DISCIPLINARY ACTION BE TAKEN AGAINST THE YOUNG PERSON?

· Each case is different and is treated on its merits.

· The Rector will assess the seriousness of the situation, taking into account the scale of the incident, the threat to order and discipline in the school and the nature of any police action.

· However, any young person supplying drugs in the school can expect to be subject to exclusion.
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